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                  Highlights

Students volunteer Abroad

2010 o'Bannon Institute for community Service

Keeping Art in the community 
Ivy Tech takes ownership of The John Waldron Arts Center
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Meet the Class of 2010 
Commencement and Honors Day  ·  May 14, 2010 

Bookmark our website and check back for next year's event information: http://obannon.ivytech.edu.

2010 O'Bannon Institute  
for Community Service 
With Mrs. Laura W. Bush and Arianna Huffington

The O'Bannon Institute is Ivy 
Tech Community College - 
Bloomington's annual signature 

event that brings focus to community 
service, service learning, and civic en-
gagement. This year's event featured 
Mrs. Laura W. Bush as the Fundraiser 
Dinner speaker on April 8, and Arian-

na Huffington as the O'Bannon Con-
versation capstone speaker on April 9.

The Civic Engagement Awards recog-
nized faculty and staff for excellence 

in community service and kicked off 
the O'Bannon Institute on April 7. The 
O'Bannon Institute Day of Service on 
April 8 united students, faculty and 
staff for a day of community projects.

Panel Discussion 
Moderator Gerry Dick

Fundraiser Dinner

O'Bannon Discussion 
Panelist Jo Ann M. 
Gora

Arianna Huffington, co-founder and editor-
in-chief of The Huffington Post, a nationally 
syndicated columnist, and author of 12 books.

The O'Bannon Institute Annual Fundraiser Dinner was held on April 8, 2010 at the Indiana Memorial Union. Mrs. Laura W. Bush was the keynote 
speaker, and mingled with guests in a private reception before the event. 

Some of the graduates celebrated 
at the ceremony include transfer 
students, military veterans, midlife 
career changers, students seeking 
retraining, and a Hurricane Katrina 
survivor.

Approximately 469 students graduated, earning 
associate degrees, technical certificates, and certificates. 

Ivy Tech graduated 46 TAA graduates – those who were 
laid off from local manufacturing facilities, as well as a 
total of 11 veterans.

Rick Wagers, member 
of Phi Theta Kappa 
honor society, was 
one of three student 
commencement 
speakers. Approximately 75 

Associate of Science in 
Nursing degrees were 
awarded.

THAnk yOU evenT sPOnsOrs

Rogers Group, Inc.
Rogers Group  

Investments, Inc.

Radiation Therapy graduates with Dr. Larry Swafford

15 students earned Summa 
Cum Laude honors for 
maintaining a 4.0 grade 
point average.
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Ivy Tech students Mike Wells and Lehua Aplaca read bilingual books to Calnali elemen-
tary school children at recess.

On their last day in Mexico, students visited Teotihuacan, a large archaeological site near 
Mexico City. 

students spent two days pouring concrete 
floors, which they mixed by shovel, for dirt 
floor homes.

HIdalGo

students took a half hour truck ride up to a mountain village, where they brought donated shoes 
to elementary school children.

Prior to their trip, students collected 
donations of shoes, which they distributed to 
elementary school children in Calnali.

The cenTer for cIvIc engAgemenT

http://thecenter.ivytech.edu   |   (812) 330-6037

Ivy Tech Community College - Bloomington  
models a service-oriented learning environment 
through initiatives organized by The Center for 
Civic engagement. The Center hosts volunteer 
activities, academic service projects and 
events such as Alternative spring Break, The 
O’Bannon Institute for Community service,  
voter registration Drives, Ivy Tech Day at the 
Legislature, and many others that are made 
available to all faculty, staff and students.

This spring marked the third 
year that 12 students and two 
instructors traveled to Calnali, 

Mexico for an alternative spring break. 
Calnali is a small town in the state of 
Hidalgo, Mexico. The students spent 
two days pouring concrete floors in 
dirt floor houses, and two days visiting 
local schools to deliver donations of  
childrens shoes and clothing.

Justin adams — "Looking back on 
the trip as a whole, I saw growth in 
every person. Each person had some-
thing to bring to the group. The part I 
was most worried about was the fact 
that I was going to Mexico for over a 
week with 13 other people whom I 
had met roughly 3 times. I think that 
is part of what makes the trip. You 
have to rely on one another.  The trip 

was more life changing than words 
can describe."

Sondra Sasser — "One day while we 
were mixing concrete, I told a child, 
Rebecca, that I was thirsty. She mo-
tioned and began to walk, ‘mi casa.’ I 
followed her. She led me into a tiny 
hut with a dirt floor and dipped a cup 
of water into a bowl on the table and 
handed it to me with a smile. The 
water was yellow, straight from the 
stagnant murky river, with chunks of 
stuff floating in it. I thanked her and 
took it away to dump out when she 
wasn’t looking. It makes me wonder 
what the health risks are in drinking 
that daily and how much of it they are 
immune to."

desiree Fredrick — "Monday and 
Tuesday we mixed and laid concrete 
floors. Even with the wet weather, we 
managed to complete three floors and 
a bathroom. I had never worked hard-
er or slept so little in my life, but it 
didn’t bother me because I knew I was 
improving the quality of someone’s 
life tremendously. We laid a floor for 
one gentleman, and he was so thank-
ful that he brought us a two-liter of 
Coke, which is a luxury item for ev-
eryone here, and said it was from his 
heart to us."

lehua aplaca — "This trip stretched 
my physical capabilities and I achieved 
more that I thought I could. My time 
in Calnali taught me that even my 
meager abilities could make a dif-
ference to someone. It has made me 
want to improve upon the skills I have 
and acquire more." 

ashley Parrott — "Last night we gave 
shoes to a homeless family that had a 
little girl with Down's Syndrome. They 
had stopped by earlier that day with 
armloads of flowers, hoping we might 

build them a home. I am so proud that 
I get to be a part of something that 
makes the lives of these people more 
comfortable. I just wish that I could 
do more." 

Brandy Nethery — "I have never felt 
so inspired to produce for the greater 
good.  In a world of constant deterio-
ration of material things, the only way 

to truly keep things is by giving them 
away, via manufacturing a mutual 
feeling of love and connection." 

Tracy Ho — "At the village, there was 
a 96 year old woman with no family, 
no house, and no shoes on. She stayed 
outside every night. It got so cold at 
night. All we had left to give her was a 
blanket. It was heartbreaking."

Students Volunteer Abroad 
Reflections on alternative spring break to Calnali, Mexico
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Ivy TeCH COLLeGe OF CHOICe FOr 
 Kaylee Partenheimer

kAyLee PArTenHeIMer enrolled at 
Ivy Tech - Bloomington directly after 
high school with specific plans to 
pursue a nursing degree. Currently 
a freshman in her second semester, 
she has applied for the Asn program 
for fall 2010. 

kaylee attended high school in  
Indianapolis and Ivy Tech was 
her first choice because of its 
nursing program and affordability.  
she chose Bloomington for its 
"extremely nice campus" and 
proximity to a major university. 

Of her instructors, kaylee says, "In 
times of misunderstanding, I have 
found patience and in times of 
hardship, I have found constant 
encouragement. Three professors 
that have really stood out to me 
have been Profesors Paul Hummel, 
Martin Wolfger, and scott Johnson.  
I have utmost respect for these 
men, because of their expertise and 
dedication to their work." 

"Ivy Tech will not be the end of my 
educational pursuits," says kaylee, 
"but rather the beginning to a 
neverending journey."

Gutenberg Bible leaf on  
display at Ivy Tech, part of 
Remnant Trust showcase   
Historical documents available to 
students and general public

Through July 26, 2010, Ivy 
Tech – Bloomington is host-
ing an exhibition of historical 

documents on loan from the Remnant 
Trust.

The Remnant Trust is a public edu-
cational foundation that shares a col-
lection of original and first edition 
publications dealing with the topics of 
liberty and dignity. The Trust makes 
this collection available to colleges, 
universities, and other organizations 
for use by students, faculty, scholars 
and the general public. 

The exhibit is display at the Ivy Tech 
- Bloomington library, and is open to 
the public and to students from area 
schools to visit and experience by ac-
tually handling the documents.

Liberal Arts program chair and Pro-
fessor Donn Hall will be taking a 
selection of the documents to area 
schools and teaching about their im-
portance to the history of the United 
States. Schools, groups and organiza-
tions who wish to view the documents 
should contact Donn Hall at (812) 
330-6126 or dfhall@ivytech.edu.

Liberal Arts professor Donn Hall examines the remnant Trust collection, on display at Ivy Tech. 
schools and organizations are invited to contact Donn to view these historical documents.

reMnAnT TrUsT  
collection

A seLeCTIOn OF WOrks  
On DIsPLAy AT Ivy TeCH

Gutenberg Bible leaf 
A page from one of the first printed 
books

Historiae 
by Herodotus

Politiques (384-322 BC)  
1st english translation  
by Aristotle

areopagitica 
1st edition 
by John Milton

Works of Niccolo Machiavelli 

a defense of the Constitutions 
of Government of the United 
States of america  
by John Adams 

dissertations on Government, 
the affairs of the Bank, and 
Paper Money 
by Thomas Paine

Pennsylvania anti-Slavery 
Society Founding document  
1st edition   
by Benjamin Franklin

Sketches and Eccentricities  
of Col. david Crockett of  
West Tennessee  
by Colonel David Crockett   

Essays: including  
Self-Reliance  
1st edition    
by ralph Waldo emerson

a Yankee in Canada 
1st edition    
by Henry David Thoreau 

sTUDenT reTUrns FOr seCOnD DeGree 
 Drew Kincius

DreW kInCIUs has a Bachelor of 
Arts in Journalism from Indiana 
University. He returned to Ivy Tech so 
that he could combine his expertise in 
Journalism with graphic skills learned 
in Ivy Tech's visual Communications 
classes.

"My goal with Ivy Tech is to gain 
hands-on experience to prepare me 
for a very competitive field," says Drew. 
"Many graphic and web designers 
exist, but I desire to stand out."

Last semester Drew enjoyed an 
eclectic mix of coursework in 
visual communications, computer 
programming, advanced graphic 
design and music theory. 

"Being heavily involved in art is 
an enthralling style of life, and I 
wouldn't trade it for anything," says 
Drew. "My eventual career goal is to 
record music and tour with bands 
while designing websites and other 
promotional materials."

Students to Watch 
Students stand out to professors and academic advisors
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Summer ArT clASSeS for  
KIdS AT The wAldron
Unique and creative art 
classes for kids ages 5-11

(812) 330-6042 
katjones@ivytech.edu

John Waldron arts Center
122 s. Walnut st.   |  Bloomington, In

Eco Art
Music to My Ears and Eyes
Wearable Art 
Not Just Brush Painting
Native Art 
Diary of a Kid 

Around the World 
Yummy!
Spread Your Wings
Rock, Paper, Scissors 
+ Glue & Paint = Fun  

Keeping Art in 
the Community 
Ivy Tech takes ownership of  
the John Waldron Arts Center

The City of Bloomington’s Mayor Mark Kru-
zan and Ivy Tech’s Bloomington campus 
Chancellor John Whikehart announced on 

April 12, 2010 that Ivy Tech would take over own-
ership of the John Waldron Arts Center downtown 
Bloomington.

Community radio WFHB is housed in the Waldron 
and is assured, per deed restrictions, to continue to 
have a place to operate rent free.

Chancellor John Whikehart says “Under Ivy Tech 
ownership and per deed restrictions, the Waldron 
Arts Center will be at least 70 percent dedicated 
to community arts,” he said. “As a comprehensive 
community college, this is just another way that Ivy 
Tech can fulfill its mission of lifelong learning for 
students and artists in the Bloomington area.”


