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SVO hosts Veterans  
Day activities
 
Economic Survival Fair offers 
valuable resource information

Diversity Day brings cultural  
experiences to campus

January 2010IVy TEch cOmmunITy cOllEgE BlOOmIngTOn

                  Highlights



2

Ivy Tech students host poetry workshop 
High school students learn to speak poetry

I vy tech english students par- 
ticipated in a service learning 
course this semester, which cul-

minated with a poetry recitation event 
on Oct. 26 at Ivy Tech’s main campus. 
The winner of the Speak Poetry com-
petition was Kate-Lynn Edwards of 
New Tech High School, who recited 
Life in a Love by Robert Browning.

Edwards won a $100 prize and plans 
to go on to compete in the regional 
Poetry Out Loud competition in In-
dianapolis this spring.

Ivy Tech students held a workshop for 
15 area high school students from Au-
rora and New Tech, and six of those 
students returned to compete in Ivy 
Tech’s spoken poetry competition. Ivy 

Tech students put on the workshop 
and judged the competition under 
the direction of English faculty, Emily 
Bobo, PhD. The workshops, competi-
tion and prize money were made pos-
sible by a grant award from Indiana 
Campus Compact.

“The Speak Poetry project was a ter-

rific opportunity for college and high 
school students to interact,” said Annie 
Gray, English Program Chair. “Emily 
has worked hard to build strong re-
lationships with New Tech and Au-
rora English faculty, and they plan to 
incorporate spoken poetry into their 
curricula in the future. We expect this 
project to grow dramatically next year.”

Donald Harris, IU Athletics Systems Analyst

Ivy TecH fAcUlTy work To creATe   
meaningful projects that enrich the lives 

of students and provide necessary services to area organizations. 
without emily’s dedication to community service, and the grant 
award, this project would not have been possible.

voice
chancellor's

DonAlD HArrIS eArnS lIngUISTIcS  
Degree after studying computer  

information systems

DonAlD HArrIS, former Ivy TecH 
computer Information Systems 
student, has found his place at Indiana 
University Athletics, in his position 
as Systems Analyst. Harris was first 
hired into Indiana University Athletics 
as a computer Support Technician, 
and later held the position of lAn 
Administrator. 

while working at IU Athletics, he 
earned his Bachelor's degree in 
linguistics from IU. "linguistics and 

computer Information Systems 
are a fairly good match when you 
consider that I’m working with 
different computer languages, 
not to mention other complex 
systems," he says of his two areas of 
expertise.

Harris speaks enthusiastically 
about his time at Ivy Tech, pointing 
out that it was his coursework at 
Ivy Tech that opened the doors to 
his career in computing. 
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Ivy Tech hosts Diversity Day, featuring a 
West African performance 
Students experience dance, drumming, and international cuisine

Ivy tech's annual diversity day 
event, was held on Thursday, Nov. 
19 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Ivy 

Tech’s main campus.

The day's events included a perfor-
mance and drum workshop from 
West African Master Drummer, Dr. 
Djo Bi, dance instructor Harmony 
Harris, and members of their student 
performance troupe, Bangofla Music 
Ensemble. 

The Diversity Day event also made 
available to its guests a sampling of 
international foods, prepared by Ivy 

Tech Culinary Arts students. Several 
community agencies also set up infor-
mation booths in support of diversity.

Ivy Tech Bloomington Chancellor John 
Whikehart says that Ivy Tech’s Diver-
sity Day emphasizes the importance of 

exposing students to the diverse world 
around them. “Through community 
partnerships, service learning, and 
outreach events like Diversity Day, our 
students are presented with learning 
opportunities that enrich and broaden 
their educations,” Whikehart said.

Students participated in a free drumming  
workshop following the performance.

west African master Drummer, Dr. Djo Bi, dance instructor Harmony Harris, and a member of 
their student performance troupe, Bangofla music ensemble perform.

for information about upcoming events, visit www.ivytech.edu/bloomington.

THe BAngoflA mUSIc enSemBle  
represents the wonderful culture that can 

be found within the Bloomington community and we are pleased 
to host them at Ivy Tech.

voice
chancellor's
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Student Veteran Organization 
hosts first campus event 
Newly-established SVO honors veterans,  
supports students

Svo member catherine Davis moderates an 
AmveTS panel discussion at Ivy Tech.

STuDEnT VETEran OrganIzaTIOn

Vision Mission Objectives
To offer camaraderie between 
Ivy Tech Bloomington 
students, alumni, staff and 
faculty by meeting the 
transitional, emotional, physical, 
administrative, and academic 
needs of our veteran and 
dependent population.

To create a mentoring program, 
conduct monthly meetings that 
promote group interaction, 
afford members the opportunity 
to become involved in civic 
engagement and enhance the 
success of all involved through 
academic and leadership assistance.

Coins were presented to 
student veterans and active 
military members during 
Veterans Day activities.

• To provide support and 
 mentorship to fellow student 
 veterans and their families

• To promote awareness of the 
 growing veteran population  
 by reaching out to the student 
 body as well as the local 
 community.

• To enhance the success of  
 all involved veterans through 
 academic and leadership 
 assistance.

With the help of a $15,000 
grant award from the Mili-
tary Family Research Insti-

tute, Ivy Tech has been able to serve 
its military-affiliated students with the 
formation of a student veteran orga-
nization and increased programming. 
The college has created a sustainable 
program, and one that focuses on the 
success of the individual student.

The Student Veteran Organization 
(SVO) is now operational, and student 
veterans hold monthly meetings and 

plan events with support from faculty 
and staff in all areas of the college. 

SVOs first success was hosting Ivy 
Tech Veterans Day activities, and is 
currently planning initiatives to help 
support our student veterans.
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Mission: Accomplished 
SVO organizes Ivy Tech Veterans Day activities

Svo members facilitated a panel discussion with AmveTS veterans.

veterans Day 2009, presentation of the colors and raising of the flag 

Ivy tech community college hon-
ored veterans and their families on 
Veterans Day as part of the col-

lege’s Mission Graduation initiative. 
Mission Graduation is a program de-
signed by the Ivy Tech Bloomington 
campus to address the challenges as-
sociated with transition from military 
service to being actively engaged in 
the college experience at Ivy Tech.

All Veterans Day events were orga-
nized and facilitated by members of 
the Student Veteran Organization.

The raising of the flag and presenta-
tion of the colors began at 9:20 a.m. 
at the front entrance of the main cam-
pus. Student, faculty and staff veter-
ans participated in the ceremony.

Ivy Tech recognized veterans, active 
military, and their families at Noon in 
Lamkin Hall with a coin presentation 
ceremony. 

Following the recognition event, SVO 
held a well-attended and active panel 

discussion between students and veter-
ans from AMVETS. 

The number of U.S. Military veterans 
enrolled at Ivy Tech-Bloomington has 
increased significantly in the past two 
years, at an increase of more than 130%. 
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Economic Survival Fair  
connects community to resources

Julia lindsey at Dunn memorial Hospital

JUlIA lInDSey lAnDS Hr InTernSHIp  
at Dunn Memorial Hospital  

in Bedford

JUlIA lInDSey, offIce ADmInISTrA-
tion student, landed an internship with 
the Human resources Department at 
Dunn memorial Hospital in Bedford. 
After completing her internship, lind-
sey will graduate in Dec. 2009. 

lindsey's supervisor says: "Julia has 
done a great job during her internship. 
She is very flexible and does whatever 

is asked of her. Her confidence in 
her abilities has grown since she 
started with us. She is very orga-
nized, and has completed projects 
for the Human resources Depart-
ment with pride and ownership. 

Julia has shown initiative by taking 
a project and making the outcome 
even better than my expectations.”

Ivy tech-bloomington hosted an 
Economic Survival Fair on Thurs-
day, Oct. 8 at the Indiana Center 

for the Life Sciences. The event was 
hosted and coordinated by Ivy Tech’s 
Office of Workforce and Economic 
Development.

More than 25 community representa-
tives participated in the fair with infor-
mation booths, and provided various 
workshops about energy, housing and 
food solutions; healthcare options; 
credit repairing; foreclosure preven-
tion; résumés and interviewing; bud-
gets; small business funding options; 
and other topics.

Ivy Tech Bloomington Chancellor 
John Whikehart says that Ivy Tech is 
proud to be able to partner with area 
organizations to provide free resource 

information to the communities we 
all serve. “The willingness of agency 
representatives to be part of this eco-
nomic survival event has been out-
standing,” says Whikehart.

The Economic Survival Fair was free 
and open to the public. 

Ivy Tech chair of Health Sciences 
kay leach, r.n., m.p.H. was 
presented with an oversized 
$10,000 scholarship check by Ivy 
Tech State Trustee lee marchant 
and his wife Annie, during the 
86th nurse pinning ceremony on 
December 4, 2009 in the Ivy Tech 
Student commons. 

The celinda kay leach lpn endowed 
Scholarship was named in honor of 
leach’s thirty years of leadership, 
and her dedication to graduating 
2,230 nurses to work in monroe 
county and surrounding areas.

nUrSIng 
ScHolArSHIp
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Radiation therapy  
simulation lab complete 
ProCure and Clarian fund resources

Teresa Benassi, monroe county probation 
Department Bookkeeper 

TereSA BenASSI eArnS fUll-TIme  
Bookkeeper poSITIon at Monroe  
County Probation Department

TereSA BenASSI grADUATeD from  
Ivy Tech community college in 
December of 2008 and recently 
obtained a job working as Bookkeeper 
for the monroe county probation 
Department. 

Benassi loves her new job and is 
happy to see the rewards of going 
back to college and obtaining her 
degree in Accounting along with a 
certificate for professional payroll and 
Bookkeeping. 

"I would sincerely like to thank those 
at Ivy Tech who helped me along the 
way and made me what I am today," 
Benassi said.  

"Thanks to larry cady for believing in 
me and helping me get my first job, 
Sarah cote and elizabeth Starr for 
cheering me on, and katie Anderson 
for directing me in my job search. I 
would like to especially thank Steve 
englert and roy elkes. They made an 
accountant out of me!"

The radiation therapy program 
simulation lab at ProCure is 
now complete. Using the funds 

Clarian donated to the college specifi-
cally for the radiation therapy program, 
Ivy Tech purchased a Fluoroscopic 
simulator for the lab. This machine 
allows Ivy Tech to provide students 
education and experience setting up 
phantom patients prior to going to 
the clinics and treating real patients. 
Ivy Tech could not have a fully func-
tional lab space without the assistance 
of ProCure. They not only built the 
lab space for the program, they do-
nated many man hours and expertise 
to install the equipment and make the 
room fully functional and safe. 

one of the largest veX robotics 
Tournaments worldwide was held 
at the Indiana center for the life 
Sciences on nov. 7, 2009, hosted 
by Ivy Tech and the Bloomington 
robotics club. The competition for 
Indiana middle and high school 
students drew 90 teams from 32 
schools to register. more than 300 
people were in attendance.

veX roBoTIcS  
compeTITIon 2009 

Ivy Tech's radiation Therapy degree 
program is the only accredited 
two-year program in the state of 
Indiana. procure donated space 
and training personnel, while Ivy 
Tech raised private money for 
equipment donations.

fluoroscopic simulator at procure
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pHI THeTA kAppA HoSTS 
Honors in Action

Alpha rho Sigma, the Bloomington chapter of 
phi Theta kappa (pTk), hosted the pTk Honors 
in Action regional conference at Ivy Tech 
community college on nov. 13 -14, 2009. phi 
Theta kappa is the national Honor Society of 
the two-year colleges. 

Honors in Action is a project-based program 
that requires phi Theta kappa members to 
research, investigate and debate a chosen 
topic. Alpha rho Sigma’s project, paradox of 
legacy, investigates how legacy is defined, 
taught, and lived. pTk members also invited 
guest speakers to discuss the topic.

2009 pTk Induction ceremony

cook pHArmIcA DonATeS 
 lAB eqUIpmenT

cook pharmica generously donated a photo imaging system 
to Ivy Tech's Biotechnlogy program, to use for student training. 

The photo imaging system captures digital images of proteins, 
DnA and rnA molecules in agarose gels or other media. 
Students use software to analyze the quality and quantity of 
the molecules captured in these images. Ivy Tech currently 
has an older model of this equipment, so the new system 
is installed in a different lab and doubles opportunities for 
student training.  


