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Ivy Tech Bloomington Associate 
Professor of Biotechnology, Sarah 
Cote, applied for and was awarded 

a $55,259 National Science Founda-
tion planning grant to be used to ini-
tiate the development of Bioscience 
Educators Alliance of the Midwest Re-
gion (BEAM).

“This grant is going to allow us to con-
tinue to develop regional partnerships 
and enhanced opportunities to share 

instructional materials, teaching skills 
and learning opportunities among the 
partners,” Sarah Cote, Assistant Pro-
fessor of Biotechnology said. “Edu-
cators will become better able to 
meet the needs of their communities 
through strong partnerships with local 
industry.”

Ivy Tech Bloomington held a BEAM 
consortium organization meeting at 
the Indiana Center for the Life Sci-

ences in August 2010 and identified 
common goals among the partners. 
The purpose of BEAM will be to de-
velop and share educational materi-
als, models and resources in the bio-
sciences.As written in the abstract of 
the grant proposal, there are two main 
outcomes of the grant: best practices 
for partnerships between educational 
institutions and industry partners, as 
well as a solidified plan for a Midwest 
Regional consortium of biotechnology 
related community college educators 
together with their high school and in-
dustry partners.

Biotechnology Program Chair Sengyong Lee teaches a Genetic Engineering 
and DNA Analysis class.

2010 "Bioman" conference

Biotechnology students use computer 
software to read the DNA results of a 
gel electrophoresis experiment.

"This grant is going to allow us to continue to 
develop regional partnerships and enhanced 
opportunities to share instructional materials, 
teaching skills and learning opportunities."  
— Sarah Cote, Assistant Professor of Biotechnology

grant
Science
Sizeable

Biotechnology department 
awarded National Science 
Foundation grant
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Ivy Tech, in partnership with 
Monroe County Community 
Schools (MCCSC), will display 

works of art in the Ivy Tech Wal-
dron galleries for Youth Art Month 
in March. Additionally, Ivy Tech 
has partnered with Bloomington 
Playwrights Project (BPP) on their 
youth education programming.

“Ivy Tech Waldron is thrilled to part-
ner with these two organizations to 
bring additional arts programming 
and support to the community,” 
Paul Daily, Artistic Director at Ivy 
Tech Waldron said. “This is what 
the Ivy Tech John Waldron Arts 
Center is all about – providing en-
riching opportunities for education 
and entertainment through com-
munity partnerships.”

For Youth Art Month, MCCSC 
middle and high school student 
artwork will be displayed at Ivy 
Tech Waldron in the Miller, Vault, 
Education and Flashlight Galleries 
throughout the month of March. 
The public is invited to view the 
exhibits. At the end of the month, 
students will use the Auditorium 
for a presentation.

The newly formed BPP/Ivy Tech 
Youth Education Program will help 
to expand the offerings of Ivy Arts 
for Kids, part of Ivy Tech’s Cen-
ter for Lifelong Learning.  The 
productions include Youth Musi-
cal Theatre Ensemble, Dramati-
CATS, Broadway Kids, Girls Camp 
of Rock, MiniPlay and the After 
School Drama program.

Based on the agreement of the consor-
tium, the Ivy Tech Bloomington bio-
technology department submitted an 
additional grant proposal in October 
2010 to the National Science Foun-
dation to seek funding to develop an 
Advanced Technological Education 
Regional Center. The development of 
a center would further facilitate work-
force development in the communities 
of the consortium partners.

Sarah Cote is Associate Professor of 
Biotechnology and instructs Ivy Tech 
biotechnology and biology courses.

Ivy Tech Waldron Gallery exhibits are free. Those interested in BPP 
youth education programming should contact the Ivy Tech John 
Waldron Arts Center at 330-4400 for more details.

Students are quizzed on analyzing  
their own DNA.

Partners in Theatre & Art
Ivy Tech Waldron partners with MCCSC, 
Bloomington Playwrights Project
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Above: Students explore various painting techniques in Jeanne Ellen Dutton's Beginning Watercolor class.

Continuing Education course 
enrollment is up at the Ivy 
Tech Center for Lifelong 

Learning, which offers non-credit 
courses in personal enrichment and 
professional development. Course 
registrations for spring 2011 have 
already surpassed total numbers for 
Fall 2010, only half-way through the 
semester. Much of this growth can be 
attributed to The Center for Lifelong 
Learning moving into the Ivy Tech 
John Waldron Arts Center in Summer 
2010. 

The new location allowed arts-related 
offerings to grow by more than 300% 

from the same period in 2009. The in-
creased number of classrooms makes 
it possible to run several class sec-
tions concurrently. 

"It’s great to walk through the build-
ing and see adults and children alike 
painting, drawing, throwing pots, and 
making 3D art," said Susie Graham, 
Center for Lifelong Learning Director.

One brand new course offering in 
2011 is Modern Audio Theatre. Stu-
dents are  learning the history of audio 
theater and are acting, writing, engi-

neering, directing, and producing their 
own shows.

The  Center for Lifelong Learning 
will be hosting Bloomington Celtic 

"It's great to walk through the building and see 
adults and children alike painting, drawing, 
throwing pots, and making 3D art." — Susie Graham, 
Director of the Center for Lifelong Learning

New location at the Ivy Tech Waldron allows more 
studio space & additional non-credit arts offerings

Arts enrollment
on the Rise

4



For continuing education course offerings through the Center for Lifelong Learning, visit ivytech.edu/bloomington/cll.

Students paint a still life in Michael Teague's 
oil painting class.

Some students opt to paint from photographs 
in Michael Teague's oil painting class.

Culture Weekend, April 8-10, 2011 
with the Indiana Celtic Community. 
Events include language immersion, 
entertainment, cultural outings, and 
much more. See above, right, for reg-
istration information. 

The Center for Lifelong Learning also 
offers arts programming for children  
at the Ivy Tech Waldron. The Ivy Arts 
for Kids program is going strong with 
after-school offerings as well as class-
es during the day for home-schooled 
children. Young artists have been en-
joying painting, ceramics,  watercolor/
chalk art, collage and assemblage, and 
other mixed media.

Ivy Tech's Center for 
Lifelong Learning is 
hosting Bloomington 
Celtic Culture Weekend 
on April 8-10, 2011 
with Indiana Celtic 
Community. 
Look forward to language  
immersion, entertainment, cultural  
outings, and supplemental  
presentations such as dancing, singing,  
and the field sport of hurling. Register by  
March 11 to take advantage of the "early bird" 
 rate of $100 for the weekend ($125 after March 11).

For more information and to sign up visit us online at 
ivytech.edu/bloomington/cll.

aT The Ivy Tech waldRon

celTIc
weekendculTuRe

BloomIngTon
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Ivy Tech Community College’s 
Bloomington campus was named 
the 2011 Endwright Award re-

cipient, presented by the Ellettsville 
Chamber of Commerce at its annual 
meeting on February 10, 2011. The 
award recognizes a business or entity 

who demonstrates outstanding vision, 
dedication, service and leadership, re-
sulting in the well-being of all Elletts-
ville citizens.

Ivy Tech Bloomington Chancellor 
John Whikehart said that Ivy Tech is 
proud to be recognized as a partner 
and supporter of the communities in 
which we serve. “As a comprehen-
sive community college, Ivy Tech is 
invested in service to its communi-
ties through nonprofit organizations 
such as Area 10 Agency on Aging in 
Ellettsville. Currently, three Ivy Tech  
Bloomington students are giving 300 
hours each to Area 10, working every 
week of the academic year to com-
plete their hours,” Whikehart said. 
“Additionally, each year as part of 
the O’Bannon Institute for Commu-

nity Service, students kick off events 
by volunteering at Area 10 and other 
agencies during the O’Bannon Insti-
tute Day of Service.”

Ivy Tech offers five dual credit course 
opportunities for Edgewood High 
School students to get an early start 
on college. Also, over the last 10 years, 
Ivy Tech School of Education stu-
dents have chosen to complete their 
practicum experience hours at several 
Ellettsville day care and early child-
hood education locations.

Ivy Tech provides jobs to Ellettsville 
residents as well as providing multi-
week Management and Supervisory 
Institute employee training programs 
through Ivy Tech’s Workforce and 
Economic Development division.

"Ivy Tech has grown so much in importance to 
all of Monroe County through its partnerships, 
academics and workforce training."  — Kenny Williams, 
President of the Ellettsville Chamber of Commerce

Awarded by
ellettsville
Ivy Tech named 2011 
Endwright Award  
recipient by Ellettsville 
Chamber of Commerce

volunTeeRISm
STudenT

Ivy Tech Students for 
Engagement is a new 
student club at Ivy 
Tech. Students in the 
club tackle regional 
volunteer opportunities 
and encourage civic 
engagement among 
students. A recent 
weekend project was 
raking and clearing 
trails for the Sycamore 
Land Trust.

Ivy Tech received a grant 
from AmeriCorps for students 
to take part in community 
service in exchange for 
tuition assistance. Currently, 
five Ivy Tech students are 
each completing 300 hours 
of service at the Boys & Girls 
Club of Ellettsville and the 
Area 10 Agency on Aging. 
Students volunteer an average 
of nine hours a week over 
a period of two semesters, 
and will receive $1132 from 
AmeriCorps to pay off student 
loans or tuition. 

payS STudenTS To

volunTeeR

gRanT
ameRIcoRpS
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Juggling school, work, extracur-
ricular activities, and a toddler at 
home, Robert Morgan was a busy  

 student while attending Ivy Tech. 

Robert is a 2010 graduate with a de-
gree in Business Administration. Rob-
ert was a familiar face on campus to 
many, participating in campus events, 

Robert currently works in the Facilities 
department at Ivy Tech.  This summer, 
Robert laid carpet and painted walls as 
Ivy Tech transformed the former MCL 
Cafeteria building into new classroom 
space on Liberty Drive.

Robert is enrolled full-time at Indiana 
State University pursing a bachelor's 

playing intramural basketball, and uti-
lizing college resources. “I was in the 
Academic Support Center three to 
four days a week. It really helped with 
my math skills,” said Robert.

degree in Criminal Justice. With two 
on-campus classes, Robert drives to 
Terre Haute three times a week, and 
completes the rest of his coursework 
online. His goal is to earn a graduate 
degree and teach Criminal Justice.

Robert is enrolled full-time at Indiana State University, 
pursing a degree in Criminal Justice.  Robert drives to 
ISU in Terre Haute three times a week, and completes 
the rest of his coursework online.

NomINATE SomEoNE TodAy
DEADLINE: MARCH 21, 2011

dISTINGuIShEd  
ALumNuS
AWARd20

11 Applications available at 
 ivytech.edu/bloomington/alumni

contact 812.330.6293 or  
jhuggins5@ivytech.edu

a Familiar Face
on campus

ALumNI hIGhLIGhT

Alumnus Robert Morgan excels as a father, Ivy Tech 
employee, and student at Indiana State University.
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For more information about The Cook Center for Entrepreneurship, visit ivytech.edu/bloomington/entrepreneurship.

The entrepreneur speaker 
series is off to a great start. 
In January, John Rose from 

Textillery Weavers spoke to us on 
his business philosophies to live 
by…“Business is based on relation-
ships, it’s a small world, don’t burn 
bridges, and remember that you are 
a manager first.”  In February, Mike 
McAfee, executive director for the 
Bloomington Convention and Visi-
tor’s Bureau gave us insight on the 

future of the hospitality industry 
and career opportunities in the field.  

Our next speaker series will be on 
Wednesday, March 23rd with Phil-
lip Traicoff, owner and operator of 
Renegade Studio, who has been in 
the recording industry for over fif-
teen years. Due to popular demand, 
the entrepreneurship speaker series 
will be open to the public beginning 
in March. 

entrepreneurs
Learning from

The Gayle & Bill Cook Center for 
Entrepreneurship and Kappa Beta Delta 
Business Honor Society launch a speaker 
series featuring local entrepreneurs

The cook center provides guidance 
to entrepreneurs and is currently 
working with several clients to assist 
them in getting their businesses 
moving forward. This includes a man 
with a patented socket set, a woman 
looking to market food products, a 
photographer wanting to start her 
own business, a student who wants 
to open a dance club, as well as a 
company who wants to use recycled 
glass and plastic to make pavement 
for sidewalks and driveways. 

The cook center also offers courses 
for degree-seeking students.

Students admire the work of Textillery Weavers after learning business 
strategies from A. John Rose, founder of Textillery Weavers.

In March, the event will be open to the 
public and will feature Phillip Traicoff, 
owner and operator of Renegade Studio.

oPEN FoR BuSINESS
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Ivy Tech’s Bloomington campus has 
selected Martin Wolfger, Dean of 
the School of Liberal Arts and Sci-

ences and Associate Professor in Psy-
chology the 2010 Ivy Tech President’s 
Award recipient. 

“Martin has earned this recognition for 
exemplifying excellence in the class-
room and for his significant contribu-

tions to student success at Ivy Tech,” 
Chancellor John Whikehart said. 

Wolfger serves on numerous com-
mittees for advancing education and 
for ensuring student success, includ-
ing the Internationalization Collab-
orative Across Bloomington, a coop-
erative of Indiana University and Ivy 
Tech Bloomington and Achieving the 
Dream, a national initiative of Lu-
mina Foundation. He served as chair 
of the statewide Ivy Tech Social and 
Behavioral Sciences Curriculum De-
velopment committee where he took a 
leadership role in discussions related 
to Ivy Tech’s Liberal Arts and Sciences 
degree in Psychology.

Wolfger says that success for stu-
dents in college must be defined more 
broadly than in terms of getting good 
grades and earning a particular degree. 

“I strongly believe that most students 
are eager to succeed and want to de-
velop into well-rounded, open-mind-
ed, responsible and productive mem-
bers of society,” Wolfger said. “It is my 
responsibility to assist my students in 
reaching their fullest potential.”

Martin is a licensed mental health 
counselor and holds a Master of Sci-

ence in Psychology from Karl-Fran-
zens University in Austria where he 
graduated with distinction. Wolfger 
also holds a Master of Arts degree in 
Clinical Psychology from Ball State 
University.

The President’s Award for Excellence 
in Instruction is presented annually 
to a faculty member from each of Ivy 
Tech’s 14 regions and is an effort to 
recognize faculty who typify excel-
lence in instruction. 

Teaching
awarded

for excellence in 

"I strongly believe that most students are eager to 
succeed and want to develop into well-rounded, 
open-minded, responsible and productive 
members of society." — Martin Wolfger, Dean,  
School of Liberal Arts and Sciences

Martin Wolfger, Dean, School of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences

STaFFeR awaRded
Noel Niehaus was selected to receive 

the Indiana Career and Technical 
Education Award for Excellence in 

the postsecondary student category. Noel 
graduated Ivy Tech in Dec. 2010 and now 
works as an assistant at the Cook Center for 
Entrepreneurship. Noel was recognized on 
February 8 at the Indiana Government Cen-
ter with Steve Bryant, Director of the Cook 
Center for Entrepreneurship and Andrew 
Lambert, one of the adjunct faculty mem-
bers  who nominated Noel for his award.
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Anna Wild, who is pursuing a 
degree in nursing, received the 
Chancellor's Civic Engage-

ment Scholarship for spring 2011. 
Anna has a long history of civic en-
gagement. After she graduated college, 
Anna joined the Peace Corps which 
took her to Tanzania, in eastern Africa. 
Her primary job in the Peace Corps 

was to teach secondary school math-
matics. "I did not expect my students 
to teach me so much," said Anna, of 
her experience. In addition to teach-

ing, Anna volunteered in the village 
women's health clinic. "Within a few 
weeks of volunteering, I felt my call-
ing," Anna described.

In her scholarship essay, Anna wrote: 
"Webster's Dictionary defines en-
gagement as 'emotional involvement 
or commitment'. For my three years 
in the Peace Corps I lived, worked, 
laughed, and cried with the people of 
Kigwe, Tanzania. I was truly 'engaged'. 
That is when I realized how involved 
civic engagement is meant to be."

When she returned to the United 
States, Anna decided that her goal was 
to become a certified nurse midwife, 
so she enrolled at Ivy Tech Blooming-
ton. "After completing my degree," 
Anna says, "it is my dream to return to 
eastern Africa and travel amongst the 
villages, helping the nurses as need-
ed and educating the women I meet, 
while serving in an area I love."

Civic Engagement 

Scholar 
& Nursing Student
Anna Wild received 
Chancellor's Civic  
Engagement Scholarship

"After completing my degree, it is my dream to return to eastern Africa and 
travel amongst the villages, helping the nurses as needed and educating the 
women I meet, while serving in an area I love."

SChoLARShIP hIGhLIGhT

company
dance

aFRIcan ameRIcan

Ivy Tech Community College hosted 
a performance by the African 
American Dance Company as part 
of Black History Month activities. 
Campus Activities Board organized 
several activities for Black History 
Month, including a soul food and 
ethnic variety lunch. A display 
titled “Inspiring Moments in African 
American History” was on view in the 
student commons during February.
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Service-learning course offer-
ings have more than doubled 
from last Spring, with 39 

courses available in Spring 2011. 
See photos and story below for a 
few recent examples.

The life Story project

Students in Robert Soto's Sociology 
class Cultural Diversity in the US 
recorded video interviews of Bell 
Trace Senior Living Community 
residents. The videos will be given 
to residents to be handed down to 
their families. Each student had 

the opportunity to interview mul-
tiple residents. To his students who 
were preparing for their interviews 
the next day, Soto advised, "Don't 
bring any assumptions, or better 
yet … bring your assumptions and 

you'll see them get smashed to pieces 
on a brick wall." 

After their visit to Bell Trace, students 
returned to Ivy Tech and shared the 
conversations they had. 

Ida Medlyn, a Bell Trace resident and 
Italian immigrant, made students laugh 
with her good sense of humor. "I used 
to cook things that were so complicat-
ed people didn't know what they were 
supposed to taste like!" she said during 
one of her stories. "Good china is also a 
good distraction," she added. 

One student spoke of a technology 
savvy resident who got her Master's 
degree at the age of 52 and keeps in 
touch with her grandkids via email. 

Another student recounted her inter-
view with a woman who was a lawyer, 
and also noted, "all the women I inter-
viewed that day had gone to college."

"Just think of the great grandchildren 
who will get to watch these videos who 
didn't know their grandparents," said  
student Vedina Dean. One Bell Trace 
resident, a Civil War veteran, had 
the same idea. He told students he 
planned to give the video to his grand-
son as a graduation present.

For more information about The Center for Civic Engagement, visit ivytech.edu/bloomington/civicengagement.

"Don't bring any assumptions, or … better yet … 
bring your assumptions and you'll see them  
get smashed to pieces on a brick wall." —  
Robert Soto, Associate Professor of Sociology 

Real
Service learning

Making Education 
through

Robert Soto's sociology students 
recorded video interviews of Bell 
Trace residents. In photo: ashley Johnson 
and gene Shipp

emily Bobo's poetry students are 
conducting poetry workshops at 
Boys and girls club. 

nursing students in karen elick's Care of the Complex Family class 
provided basic first aid training to elementary school students.
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NoN-PRoFIT oRG.

U.S. PoSTAGE
PAId

BLooMINGToN, IN
PERMIT No. 70

Ivy TECH CoMMUNITy CoLLEGE
200 DANIELS WAy
BLooMINGToN, IN 47404

RETURN SERvICE REqUESTED

Jefferson Shreve Linda and John Whikehart

2011 EvENT SPoNSoRS:

Thursday, April 7 
Annual Fundraising dinner 
James Carville and mary matalin,  
Husband and wife political strategists
Bloomington Monroe County Convention Center

Friday, April 8 
Panel discussions and 
Conversation with Richard dreyfuss,  
oscar-winning actor, social and political activist
Ivy Tech Community College Bloomington

For event information visit http://obannon.ivytech.edu  
or contact Tina Phelps at tphelps@ivytech.edu or (812) 330-6001.

FoR communITy SeRvIce 2011
o'Bannon InSTITuTe
Getting Back to Basics: Jobs, Education and Community


